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(57) ABSTRACT

A hinge device which rotatably connects a display to a key-
board part comprised of a hinge pivot member which attaches
the keyboard part and a bracket which is attached to the
display and holds the hinge pivot member and of a hinge
cover, wherein if making the bracket hold the hinge pivot
member, then attaching the hinge cover to the pivot of the
hinge pivot member and making it slide in the axial direction
to engage it with the housing of the display part and attaching
the front cover to the display part in this state, a projecting part
which is provided at the front end part of the front cover is
inserted in the hinge cover and return of the hinge cover in the
axial direction is prevented, so the front cover and hinge cover
can be simply removed at the time of maintenance of the
display part.

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
HINGE DEVICE AND ELECTRONIC
APPARATUS USING THAT HINGE DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from, and incorporates by
reference the entire disclosure of, Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2012-169583, filed on Jul. 31, 2012.

FIELD

The present application relates to a hinge device which is
used for opening and closing a housing of a display part with
respect a housing of a keyboard part and to an electronic
apparatus which uses the hinge device.

BACKGROUND

In a notebook PC or other such electronic apparatus which
is provided with a keyboard part and a display part, the hous-
ing of the display part is connected to the housing of the
keyboard part to be able to open and close by a hinge device.
The hinge device is provided at a part forming the axis of
opening/closing of the two housings (see Japanese Laid-
Open Patent Publication No. 2011-58607 and Japanese Laid-
Open Patent Publication No. 2008-250635). Further, when
the electronic apparatus is not being used, the hinge device is
used to close the display part and lay it flat over the keyboard
part thereby enabling the electronic apparatus to be made
more compact.

A hinge device in general is provided with a bracket which
is attached to one housing and a pivot which is attached to the
other housing and is designed so that the bracket holds the
pivot in a rotatable manner. In an electronic apparatus which
is provided with a keyboard part and a display part, the pivot
can be made to turn with respect to the bracket so as to open
or close the display part with respect to the keyboard part.
This hinge device is a part which stands out in the appearance
of an electronic apparatus, so a hinge cover is used to cover
the hinge device and maintain a beautiful design and to pre-
vent injury due to mistaken insertion of a finger into the hinge
device. Various ideas are used to improve the method of
installation of the cover for covering the hinge device.

Among these, there is the technique of arranging the pivot
itself of the hinge device at the outside of a side surface of the
far side of the housing of the keyboard part of the electronic
apparatus to conceal the hinge device from the side which
opens and closes the display part and thereby make the hinge
device invisible to the user. In this regard, even if employing
this technique, the hinge device is exposed at the outside of
the side surface at the far side of the housing of the keyboard
part of the electronic apparatus. For this reason, when the user
puts his hand at the back side of the keyboard part of the
electronic apparatus, he might mistakenly insert a finger in
the hinge device. To prevent this, a hinge cover which covers
the hinge device is necessary. On the other hand, in a structure
which conceals the hinge device at the far side of the housing
of'the keyboard part of the electronic apparatus, the structure
for connecting the display part to the hinge device becomes
complicated and the hinge cover member also becomes com-
plex.

In an electronic apparatus which employs a structure which
conceals the hinge device from the side which opens and
closes the display part, the hinge cover which conceals the
pivot of the hinge device is provided at the far side of the
housing of the keyboard part. Further, if adopting a structure
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in which the hinge cover is screwed to the housing of the
keyboard part, the hinge cover will come off if the screws are
removed. In such a structure, when performing maintenance
on the display part, the screws are removed in the state with
the display part closed, the display part is opened as it is, and
the front cover of the display part is removed. When the
display part finishes being maintained, the display part is
attached to the keyboard part by assembly by the reverse
procedure.

In this regard, when fastening a hinge cover by screws to
the housing of the keyboard part of an electronic apparatus,
the hinge cover is liable to fall off when opening and closing
the apparatus. For this reason, even if possible to remove the
hinge cover to detach the front cover of the display part,
attaching the front cover to the display part and connecting
the display part to the keyboard part become extremely diffi-
cult in terms of assembly process.

Therefore, it may be considered to fasten the hinge cover to
the housing of the keyboard part of the electronic apparatus
by a tab member which is provided at the hinge cover. How-
ever, when fastening a hinge cover by a tab member to a
housing of a keyboard part of an electronic apparatus, there is
the issue that the hinge cover will easily detach from the
keyboard part when disassembling the front cover of the
display part. Further, if fabricating the hinge cover so that the
hinge cover does not mistakenly detach from the keyboard
part during use of the electronic apparatus by the user, the
structure of the hinge cover will end up becoming compli-
cated.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present application has as its object to
provide a hinge device which connects a keyboard part and a
display part of an electronic apparatus, wherein a hinge cover
will not be mistakenly detached at the time of use by a user
and the hinge cover can be simply detached when detaching
the front cover of the display part at the time of maintenance
of the display part, and to provide an electronic apparatus
which uses the hinge device.

According to one aspect, the present application provides a
hinge device which is provided between a first housing and a
second housing which is provided with a front cover of a
display and which connects the second housing to the first
housing to be able to open and close, wherein the hinge device
is provided with a bracket which is provided with a first
mounting part and a rotatable holding part of a pivot, the first
mounting part being fastened to an end part of one of the
housings, a hinge pivot member which is provided with a
second mounting part and a pivot, the second mounting part
being fastened to an end part of the other of the housings, the
pivot being held by the rotatable holding part, and a hinge
cover which is attached to the pivot of the hinge pivot member
to be able to slide in its axial direction and which covers the
pivot and the rotatable holding part of the bracket in a state
where the pivot is held at the rotatable holding part, the hinge
cover has an engagement tab which engages with the second
housing to prevent the hinge cover from detaching from the
pivot by the cover being slid after being attached to the pivot
and a space part which opens in the direction of the second
housing in the engaged state of the engagement tab, the front
cover is provided with a projecting piece which is inserted
into the space part if attached to the second housing when the
engagement tab of the hinge cover is engaged, and the hinge
cover is blocked from movement in the axial direction by the
projecting piece in the state where the front cover is attached.
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According to another aspect, the present application pro-
vides an electronic apparatus which uses a hinge device
which is provided between a first housing and a second hous-
ing provided with a front cover of a display and which con-
nects the second housing to the first housing to be able to be
opened and closed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a perspective view which illustrates the appear-
ance of an electronic apparatus which is provided with a
keyboard part and a display part which are connected by a
hinge device of the present application.

FIG. 1B is a perspective view which illustrates the appear-
ance of an electronic apparatus which is provided with a
conventional hinge device of the present application.

FIG. 2A is a perspective view which illustrates one
example of a hinge unit which forms a hinge device of the
present application.

FIG. 2B is a disassembled perspective view which illus-
trates an embodiment where the hinge unit which is illus-
trated in FIG. 2A is used to connect the display part and the
keyboard part.

FIG. 3A is a perspective view of the electronic apparatus of
FIG. 1A which is provided with the hinge device which is
illustrated in FIG. 2A as seen from the bottom surface side.

FIG. 3B is an assembled perspective view of the partially
enlarged view of part A of FIG. 3A plus a hinge cover which
is used for the hinge device of the present application.

FIG. 4A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the same portion as FIG. 3B which illustrates the
state of attachment of the hinge cover which is illustrated in
FIG. 3B attached to the hinge device of the electronic appa-
ratus.

FIG. 4B is a bottom surface view of an electronic apparatus
in a state where hinge covers are attached to hinge devices as
seen from the bottom surface.

FIG. 5A is a perspective view of a hinge cover which is
used at the left side of the back surface of the electronic
apparatus which is illustrated in FIG. 4B as seen from the
front surface.

FIG. 5B is a perspective view of the hinge cover which is
illustrated in FIG. 5A as seen from the back surface.

FIG. 5C is a perspective view of a hinge cover which is used
at the right side of the back surface of the electronic apparatus
which is illustrated in FIG. 4B as seen from the front surface.

FIG. 5D is a perspective view of the hinge cover which is
illustrated in FIG. 5C as seen from the back surface.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view which illustrates the structure
of one embodiment of a front cover which is used for the
hinge device of the present application of the electronic appa-
ratus which is illustrated in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 7A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates a state of a stage before a hinge cover is attached to
a hinge device which is attached to a display part of the
electronic apparatus which is illustrated in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 7B is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates a state where the hinge cover which is illustrated in
FIG. 7A is attached to the hinge device.

FIG. 7C is a schematic cross-sectional view which illus-
trates the connected state of the hinge cover and the housing
of the display part along the line B-B of FIG. 7B.

FIG. 8A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state where the hinge cover is made to slide
along the pivot of the hinge device from the state of FIG. 7B
s0 as to engage with the housing of the display part.
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FIG. 8B is a schematic cross-sectional view which illus-
trates the connected state of the hinge cover and the housing
of'the display part along the line C-C of FIG. 8A.

FIG. 8C is a partially enlarged assembled perspective view
which illustrates the process of attaching the front cover to the
display part which is illustrated in FIG. 8B.

FIG. 9A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state of attaching the front cover which is illus-
trated in FIG. 8C to the display part.

FIG. 9B is a schematic cross-sectional view which illus-
trates the connected state of the hinge cover and the housing
of the display part along the line D-D of FIG. 9A.

FIG. 9C is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state of fastening a screw in a through hole of a
projecting piece which projects from the front cover which is
illustrated in FIG. 9A and FIG. 9B.

FIG. 9D is a schematic cross-sectional view which illus-
trates the connected state of the hinge cover and the housing
of the display part along the line E-E of FIG. 9C.

FIG. 10A is a perspective view which illustrates the
appearance of the display part alone of the present application
to which hinge devices and the front cover are attached.

FIG. 10B is a partial cross-sectional view which illustrates
the position of a hinge cover in an electronic apparatus which
is provided with the hinge devices of the present application
which are illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Below, using the attached drawings, embodiments of the
present application will be explained in detail based on spe-
cific examples.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view which illustrates the appear-
ance of an electronic apparatus 10 which is provided with a
hinge device 4 of the present application. The electronic
apparatus 10 has a keyboard part 1 which is provided with
input keys 5 and a display part 2 which is provided with a
display. The display part 2 has a front cover 3 which protects
the display attached to it. The display part 2 can be folded over
the keyboard part 1 by the hinge device 4. The hinge device 4
which is provided in the electronic apparatus 10 which is
covered by the present application is at a position which is
hidden from the user of the electronic apparatus 10 when
opening and closing the display part 2 with respect to the
keyboard part 1.

As opposed to this, FIG. 1B is a perspective view which
illustrates the appearance of an electronic apparatus 50 which
is provided with a conventional hinge device 54. The elec-
tronic apparatus 50 has a keyboard part 51 which is provided
with input keys 55 and a display part 52 which is provided
with a display. The display part 52 has a front cover 53 which
protects the display attached to it. The display part 52 can be
folded over the keyboard part 51 by the hinge device 54. Inthe
hinge device 54 which is provided at the electronic apparatus
50, the pivot of the hinge device 54 is at the upper side of the
keyboard part 51, so the hinge device 54 is provided to be
visible to the user of the electronic apparatus 50.

FIG. 2A is a perspective view which illustrates one
example of a hinge unit 4U which is used as the hinge device
4 which is used in the electronic apparatus 10. The hinge unit
4U of this embodiment is provided with a bracket 20 which
rotatably holds a pivot 33 and with a hinge pivot member 30
to which the pivot 33 is fastened. The bracket 20 is attached to
the display part 2, while the hinge pivot member 30 is
attached to the keyboard part 1. For this reason, the bracket 20
has two mounting parts 21 and 22 which are provided with
mounting surfaces parallel to the pivot 33 and has rotatable
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holding parts 23 and 24 which are provided projecting from
the mounting parts 21 and 22 and rotatably hold the pivot 33.

Further, the hinge pivot member 30 has a pivot mounting
part 36 which fastens the pivot 33. This pivot mounting part
36 is provided at a front end part of an arm part 31 in a
direction perpendicular to the arm part 31. A base part of the
arm part 31 is bent at right angles to the arm part 31 to form the
mounting part 32 to the display part 2. The mounting part 32
is provided with three through holes 34 for passing screws in
this embodiment. The hinge unit 4U which is illustrated in
FIG. 2A, as illustrated in FIG. 2B, is attached to the display
part 2 by the two mounting parts 21 and 22.

On the other hand, the bottom surface 11B of the housing
11 of the keyboard part 1 of the electronic apparatus 10 is
provided with a boss part 13 for attachment of the hinge pivot
member 30. The top surface of the boss part 13 is provided
with screw holes 14 to which screws may be fastened. The
number of screw holes 14 is matched with the number of
through holes 24 at the mounting part 32 of the bracket 20.
The arm part 31 of the bracket 20 is attached to the boss part
13 along the side surface of the boss part 13. The mounting
part 32 of the hinge pivot member 30 can be fastened to the
boss part 13 by screwing a screw 6 which is passed through a
through hole 34 to a screw hole 14 of the boss part 13.

FIG. 3 A is a perspective view of the electronic apparatus 10
which is illustrated in FIG. 1A which is provided with the
hinge device 4 which was explained in FIGS. 2A and 2B as
seen from the bottom surface, while FIG. 3B is an assembled
perspective view including the partially enlarged view of part
A of FIG. 3A plus ahinge cover 40 which is used for the hinge
device 4 of the present application. As illustrated in FIG. 3A,
the single electronic apparatus 10 is provided with hinge
devices 4 at two locations. In the electronic apparatus 10 to
which the present application is applied, as illustrated in this
figure, the hinge devices 4 are provided at the back side of the
keyboard part 1 at a lower side position of the display part 2.
Therefore, as illustrated in FIG. 1A, in the electronic appara-
tus 10 to which the present application is applied, the hinge
devices 4 are not visible to the party operating the electronic
apparatus 10.

On the other hand, the hinge devices 4 which are provided
with the brackets 20 and hinge pivot members 30 which are
explained in FIGS. 2A and 2B are at positions which are not
visible to the operator of the electronic apparatus 10. How-
ever, the rotatable holding parts 22 of the brackets 20 and the
pivots 33 of the hinge pivot members 30 of the hinge devices
4 are exposed at slots 15 of the housing 11. Therefore, in the
hinge devices 4 of the present application, as illustrated in
FIG. 3B, hinge covers 40 are attached to the slots 15 to cover
the rotatable holding parts 22 of the brackets 20 and the pivots
33 of the hinge pivot members 30 and prevent the user from
mistakenly touching the rotatable holding parts 22 and pivots
33. The configuration of the hinge covers 40 will be explained
in detail later, but each hinge cover 40 has a blind plate 41, a
circular hole 42, a pivot mounting plate 43, an engagement tab
44, a space 45, and mounting plates 46.

FIG. 4A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state of attachment of a hinge cover 40 which is
illustrated in FIG. 3B attached to a slot 15 of the housing 11
of the keyboard part 1 to conceal the hinge device 4. In the
state with the hinge cover 40 attached to the slot 15, the hinge
cover 40 does not slide inside the slot 15. Further, as illus-
trated in FIG. 3A, the electronic apparatus 10 is provided with
hinge devices 4 at two locations, so two hinge covers 40
which cover the hinge devices 4 are required.

FIG. 4B is a bottom surface view of an electronic apparatus
10 which illustrates a state where hinge covers 40 are attached
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to the hinge devices 4 at two locations of the back surface of
the electronic apparatus 10. The hinge covers 40 which are
attached to two locations of the back surface of the electronic
apparatus 10 are not the same but are symmetrical in shape to
the left and right at the back surface of the electronic appara-
tus 10. Here, the hinge cover 40 at the left side of the back
surface of the electronic apparatus 10 is referred to as the
“hinge cover 4017, while the hinge cover 40 at the right side
is referred to as the “hinge cover 40R”. The hinge covers 40L
and 40R are attached by screws 6 to the back surface of the
electronic apparatus 10.

FIG.5A is a perspective view of the hinge cover 40L. which
is used at the left side of the back surface of the electronic
apparatus 10 which is illustrated in FIG. 4B as seen from the
front surface, while FIG. 5B is a perspective view of the hinge
cover 40L which is illustrated in FIG. SA as seen from the
back surface. Further, FIG. 5C is a perspective view of the
hinge cover 40R which is used at the right side of the back
surface of the electronic apparatus 10 which is illustrated in
FIG. 4B as seen from the front surface, while FIG. 5D is a
perspective view of the hinge cover 40R which is illustrated in
FIG. 5C as seen from the back surface. The hinge covers 40L
and 40R are just symmetric in shape to the left and right. They
are configured exactly the same. Here, the hinge covers will
be assigned the representative numbers “40” to explain their
structures.

Each hinge cover 40 is provided with the blind plate 41, the
circular hole 42 which is provided at the blind plate 41, the
pivot mounting plate 43, and the plurality of mounting plates
46. The blind plate 41 is curved and covers the rotatable
holding part 22, pivot 33, and slot 15 which are illustrated in
FIG. 3B. Further, the pivot mounting plate 43 is attached to
the pivot 33, while the plurality of mounting plates 46 are
inserted into the slot 15. The pivot mounting plate 43 has a
recessed part 43a into which the pivot 33 is inserted, while the
mounting plates 46 are shaped similar to the cross-sectional
shape of the slot 15 in the direction vertical to the longitudinal
direction.

Further, at the end part of the mounting plate 46 the furthest
from the pivot mounting plate 43, an engagement tab 44 is
provided for engaging the hinge cover 40 with part of the
housing 12 of the display part 2 to prevent it from detaching
from the housing 12 of the display part 2. Furthermore, the
two mounting plates 46 at the center part of the hinge cover 40
are arranged at the two sides of the circular hole 42 at the blind
plate 41. Between these two mounting plates 46, a space 45 of
a predetermined distance is provided. Each hinge cover 40 is
made of plastic and has a total length shorter than the length
of'the slot 15 in the longitudinal direction by exactly a length
of at least the height of the engagement tab 44 from the
mounting plates 46.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the electronic apparatus 10
which is illustrated in FIG. 1A which illustrates extracted just
the front cover 3 which protects the display at the display part
2. The front cover 3 is provided with a transparent acrylic
sheet or glass sheet at the inside of a frame 3/. At the bottom
end part of the frame 3f, projecting pieces 7 are provided at
two locations. The projecting pieces 7 are provided with
through holes 8 which pass screws for attaching the front
cover 3 to the display part 2. Furthermore, the widths of the
projecting pieces 7 are widths which enable insertion with
substantially no clearance into the space 45 at the hinge
covers 40 explained in FIG. 5A to 5D.

Above, FIGS. 1A and 1B to FIG. 6 were used to explain the
configuration of the hinge device 4 of the electronic apparatus
10 and configuration of the hinge cover 40 which covers the
hinge device 4 and, furthermore, the configuration of the front
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cover 3 which s attached to the display part 2 of the electronic
apparatus 10. Next, FIGS. 7A to 7C to FIGS. 10A and 10B
will be used to explain the process of attaching the hinge
cover 40 to a hinge device 4 which is already attached to the
display part 2 and attaching the front cover 3 to the display
part 2 so as to prevent the hinge cover 40 from detaching from
the display part 2.

FIG. 7A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state of the stage before attaching a hinge cover
40 to a hinge device 4 which is attached to the display part 2
of'the electronic apparatus 10 which is illustrated in FIG. 1A.
In this state, the bracket 20 is already attached to the display
part 2. The pivot 33 of the hinge pivot member 30 is rotatably
held by the rotatable holding parts 23 and 24 of the bracket 20.
Further, this state is the state where the hinge pivot member 30
is detached from the keyboard part of the electronic appara-
tus. The configuration of the hinge pivot member 30 has
already been explained, so here only reference numerals will
be attached to the members forming the hinge pivot member
30 and explanations will be omitted. Furthermore, reference
numeral 9 which is illustrated in FIG. 7A is a screw hole
which is provided at the housing 12 of the display part.

FIG. 7B is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state where the hinge cover 40 which is illus-
trated in FIG. 7A is attached to the hinge device 4, while FIG.
7C is a schematic cross-sectional view which illustrates the
connected state of the hinge cover 40 and the housing 12 of
the display part along the line B-B of FIG. 7B. Note that, FI1G.
7C illustrates only the positional relationship of the hinge
cover 40 and the housing 12 of the display part. [llustration of
the pivot 33 of the hinge device 4 is omitted. The hinge cover
40 is attached to the pivot 33 by the pivot mounting plate 43
which was explained in FIG. 5A to FIG. 5D. In this state, the
screw hole 9 and the circular hole 32 of the hinge cover 40 are
not centered with each other and the engagement tab 44 ofthe
hinge cover 40 is not inserted in the engagement hole 12H at
the housing 12 of the display part.

FIG. 8A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state of sliding the hinge cover 40 from the state
of FIG. 7B along the pivot 33 of the hinge device 4 in the
direction illustrated by the white arrow L to engage with the
housing 12 of the display part. Further, FIG. 8B is a schematic
cross-sectional view which illustrates the connected state of
the hinge cover 40 and the housing 12 of the display part along
the line C-C of FIG. 8A. FIG. 8B also illustrates only the
positional relationship between the hinge cover 40 and the
housing 12 of the display part. Illustration of the pivot 33 of
the hinge device 4 is omitted. In this state, the screw hole 9
and the circular hole 32 of the hinge cover 40 are centered
with each other and the engagement tab 44 of the hinge cover
40 is inserted in the engagement hole 12H at the housing 12 of
the display part. Therefore, in this state, the hinge cover 40 is
engaged with the engagement hole 12H at the housing 12 of
the display part by the engagement tab 44, so will not detach.

FIG. 8C is a partially enlarged assembled perspective view
which illustrates the process of attachment of the front cover
3 to the display part 2 which is illustrated in FIG. 8B. The
position of a projecting piece 7 which is provided at the frame
of'the front cover 3 matches the position of the space 45 at the
hinge cover 40 after sliding which is illustrated in FIG. 8A.
Therefore, if attaching the front cover 3 to the display part 2,
the projecting piece 7 is inserted into the space 45 of the hinge
cover 40.

FIG. 9A is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state where the front cover 3 which is illustrated
in FIG. 8C is attached to the display part 2, while FIG. 9B is
a schematic cross-sectional view which illustrates the con-
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nected state of the hinge cover 40 and the housing 12 of the
display part along the line D-D of FIG. 9A. As explained in
FIG. 6, the width of a projecting piece 7 is a width enabling
insertion with substantially no clearance into the space 45 at
the hinge cover 40. Further, if the projecting piece 7 is
inserted into the space 45, as illustrated in FIG. 9B, the
projecting piece 7 enters the space 45 with no clearance and
the through hole 8 which is provided at the projecting piece 7
is aligned with the screw hole 9 which is provided at the
housing 12 of the display part.

FIG. 9C is a partially enlarged perspective view which
illustrates the state where a screw 6 is passed through the
through hole 8 of a projecting piece 7 which is provided at the
front cover 3 which is illustrated in FIGS. 9A and 9B and
screwed to a screw hole 9 which is provided at the housing 12
of the display part. Further, FIG. 9D is a schematic cross-
sectional view which illustrates the connected state of a hinge
cover 40 and the housing 12 of the display part along the line
E-E of FIG. 9C. The screw 6 may be engaged with the through
hole 8 of the projecting piece 7 through the circular hole 42 of
the hinge cover 40 and screwed with the screw hole 9 through
the circular hole 42 by a screwdriver. In this state, the screw 6
is used to prevent the front cover 3 from detaching from the
housing 12 of the display part. The hinge cover 40 does not
move since the projecting piece 7 enters the space 45 with no
clearance. Accordingly, the hinge cover 40 is held in a state
connected to the housing 12 of the display part and will not
detach from the housing 12 of the display part.

FIG. 10A is a perspective view which illustrates the
appearance of the display part 2, standing alone, which illus-
trates the state of the display part 2 to which the hinge devices
4 have been attached through the process of FIGS. 7A to 7C
to FIGS. 9A to 9C to which, further, the hinge covers 40 and
front cover 3 are attached. Further, FIG. 10B is a partial
cross-sectional view which illustrates the position of a hinge
cover 40 in the electronic apparatus 10 which is provided with
the hinge devices 4 which are illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B.
In this way, the display part 2 in the state with the hinge covers
40 being used to cover the hinge devices 4 can be detached
from the keyboard part of the electronic apparatus. If attach-
ing the display part 2 to the keyboard part, the hinge covers 40
are fit in the slots 15 which were explained in FIGS. 3A and
3B. Further, at the time of inspection of the display part 2, if
detaching the display part 2 from the keyboard part and insert-
ing a screwdriver into the circular holes 42 to remove the
screws, the front cover 3 can be detached.

With the structure of the hinge device explained above, it is
possible to remove the keyboard cover by just detaching the
screws in the hinge covers. When desiring to detach a hinge
cover, it is possible to detach the hinge cover by just removing
the screw and sliding off the hinge cover. As a result, it is
possible to maintain the disassembly ability of the electronic
apparatus while realizing prevention of detachment of the
hinge covers etc. The reliability of the electronic apparatus
also rises. Further, the hinge covers are easy to attach to and
detach from the hinge devices and will not detach at the time
of use by the user. Further, using such hinge devices, it is
possible to realize an electronic apparatus which is provided
with pivot structures which are easy to disassemble and
assemble at minimal cost.

Note that, in the embodiments which are explained above,
the projecting pieces 7 which are formed at the frame 3fofthe
front cover 3 are provided with through holes 8, and the front
cover 3 is screwed to the screw holes 9 which are provided at
the housing 12 of the display part by screws 6 which are
inserted into the through holes. However, the front cover 3 can
be attached to the housing 12 of the display part at other
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locations and the projecting pieces 7 which are formed at the
frame 3f'of the front cover 3 can be given only the function of
restricting movement of the hinge covers and the through
holes 8 omitted. In this case, the front cover 3 may be pro-
vided with mounting pieces which are provided with mount-
ing holes in addition to the projecting pieces 7 and screws
which are passed through the mounting pieces may be used to
screw them to the screw holes which are provided in the
housing 12 of the display part 2.

Furthermore, if changing the shapes of the mounting parts
of'the brackets of the hinge units and the mounting parts of the
hinge pivot members, the brackets can be attached to the
keyboard part side and the hinge pivot members can be
attached to the display part side.

Although only some exemplary embodiments of this
invention have been described in detail above, those skilled in
the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible in the exemplary embodiments without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of this
invention. Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to
be included within the scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A hinge device which connects a second housing which
is provided with a front cover of a display to a first housing to
be able to open and close, wherein the hinge device is pro-
vided with

a bracket which is provided with a first mounting part and
arotatable holding part of a pivot, the first mounting part
being fastened to an end part of one of the housings,

a hinge pivot member which is provided with a second
mounting part and a pivot, the second mounting part
being fastened to an end part of the other of the housings,
the pivot being held by the rotatable holding part, and

a hinge cover which is attached to the pivot of the hinge
pivot member to be able to slide in its axial direction and
which covers the pivot and the rotatable holding part in
a state where the pivot of the hinge pivot member is held
at the rotatable holding part of the bracket,

the hinge cover has an engagement tab which engages with
the second housing to prevent the hinge cover from
detaching from the pivot by the cover being slid after
being attached to the pivot and a space which opens in
the direction of the second housing in the engaged state
of the engagement tab,

the front cover is provided with a projecting piece which is
inserted into the space if attached to the second housing
when the engagement tab of the hinge cover is engaged,
and

the hinge cover is blocked from movement in the axial
direction by the projecting piece in the state where the
front cover is attached.

2. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein the hinge
pivot member is attached to the first housing and the bracket
is attached to the second housing.

3. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein the
bracket is attached to the first housing and the hinge pivot
member is attached to the second housing.

4. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein

the rotatable holding part of the bracket and the pivot of the
hinge pivot member are provided so as to be positioned
at the outside from the side surface of the first housing in
the state where the second housing is closed with respect
to the first housing, and

when the second housing is opened or closed with respect
to the first housing, the rotatable holding part of the
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bracket and the pivot of the hinge pivot member are in a
state where they are concealed behind the first and sec-
ond housings.

5. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein the
projecting piece is provided with a through hole and wherein
the front cover is screwed by a screw which is inserted in this
through hole to a screw hole which is provided at the second
housing.

6. The hinge device according to claim 3, wherein the hinge
cover is provided with a circular hole which passes a screw for
screwing the projecting piece to the screw hole and which also
passes a front end part of a screwdriver for turning the screw.

7. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein the front
cover is provided with a mounting piece to which a mounting
hole is provided in addition to the projecting piece and
wherein the front cover is screwed to a screw hole which is
provided to the second housing by a screw which is passed
through the mounting piece.

8. The hinge device according to claim 1, wherein the first
housing and second housing which are connected by the
hinge device are a housing of a keyboard part which is pro-
vided with input keys and a housing of a display part which is
provided with a display.

9. The hinge device according to claim 8, wherein the
second housing can be detached from the first housing by
detaching a mounting part of the bracket to the housing or a
mounting part of the hinge pivot member to the housing from
the first housing.

10. An electronic apparatus which is comprised of:

a first housing,

a second housing which is provided with a front cover of a

display, and

a hinge device which connects the second housing to the

first housing,

the hinge device according to claim 1 being used for the

hinge device.

11. The hinge device according to claim 2, wherein

the rotatable holding part of the bracket and the pivot of the

hinge pivot member are provided so as to be positioned
at the outside from the side surface of the first housing in
the state where the second housing is closed with respect
to the first housing, and

when the second housing is opened or closed with respect

to the first housing, the rotatable holding part of the
bracket and the pivot of the hinge pivot member are in a
state where they are concealed behind the first and sec-
ond housings.

12. The hinge device according to claim 11, wherein the
projecting piece is provided with a through hole and wherein
the front cover is screwed by a screw which is inserted in this
through hole to a screw hole which is provided at the second
housing.

13. The hinge device according to claim 12, wherein the
first housing and second housing which are connected by the
hinge device are a housing of a keyboard part which is pro-
vided with input keys and a housing of a display part which is
provided with a display.

14. The hinge device according to claim 13, wherein the
second housing can be detached from the first housing by
detaching a mounting part of the bracket to the housing or a
mounting part of the hinge pivot member to the housing from
the first housing.

15. An electronic apparatus which is comprised of:

a first housing,

a second housing which is provided with a front cover of a

display, and
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a hinge device which connects the second housing to the

first housing,

the hinge device according to claim 14 being used for the

hinge device.

16. The hinge device according to claim 3, wherein

the rotatable holding part of the bracket and the pivot of the

hinge pivot member are provided so as to be positioned
at the outside from the side surface of the first housing in
the state where the second housing is closed with respect
to the first housing, and

when the second housing is opened or closed with respect

to the first housing, the rotatable holding part of the
bracket and the pivot of the hinge pivot member are in a
state where they are concealed behind the first and sec-
ond housings.

17. The hinge device according to claim 16, wherein the
projecting piece is provided with a through hole and wherein
the front cover is screwed by a screw which is inserted in this
through hole to a screw hole which is provided at the second
housing.
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18. The hinge device according to claim 17, wherein the
first housing and second housing which are connected by the
hinge device are a housing of a keyboard part which is pro-
vided with input keys and a housing of a display part which is
provided with a display.

19. The hinge device according to claim 18, wherein the
second housing can be detached from the first housing by
detaching a mounting part of the bracket to the housing or a
mounting part of the hinge pivot member to the housing from
the first housing.

20. An electronic apparatus which is comprised of:

a first housing,

a second housing which is provided with a front cover of a

display, and

a hinge device which connects the second housing to the

first housing,

the hinge device according to claim 19 being used for the

hinge device.



